
BACKGROUND 

In 2010 Simeon Disley, agricultural property specialist of Roythornes agriculture team was asked to register the ownership of 

the Outmarsh (the area above the average high tide mark, which is the starting point of land) for a number of adjacent 

landowners.  Simeon found out that measurements on which the Ordnance Survey maps for the area were up to 50 years old 

and the last mapping data was significantly out of kilter with the ‘on the ground’ reality.   

Land being deposited 

in The Wash 

SOLUTION 

It is well known locally that the features of The Wash 

change quickly so at the request of Roythornes the 

Ordnance Survey were asked to resurvey the coastline of 

The Wash.  However they requested sufficient evidence 

that changes had taken place before committing to the re-

surveying exercise. 

 

Simeon spoke to a number of farmers whose land abuts 

The Wash to collect evidence of this and then presented 

this to the Ordnance Survey. 

 

One example was Bryan Bowles of Wrangle who, in the 

Queen’s Silver Jubilee year (1977) had put a stake into the 

Outmarsh at the then boundary with the sea and every year 

since then on average the Outmarsh had increased in height 

by one inch, producing additional land. 

 

The Ordnance Survey reviewed the evidence supplied by 

Roythornes and agreed to re-survey the coastline of The 

Wash, a lengthy and expensive process which took 2 years 

to complete. 

 

Land Agents and Consultants Brown & Co were asked to 

analyse the new maps to assess the extent of the additional 

accumulated new land.  

RESULTS 

Around 60 km of coastline between Gibraltar point and 

Wolferton was reviewed for new data and a comparison 

against the old data revealed that the mean high water tide 

line has moved away from the old shoreline by between 40 – 

800 metres since the last survey.  The average movement is 

around 280 metres.   

 

Extrapolating these findings over the length of coastline it is 

estimated over 3,000 acres of new land has been accreted 

on the Lincolnshire and Norfolk coasts in The Wash.  For 

every 100m of shoreline this could equate to around 7 acres 

of land.  

 

For some people this will be a significant land area and could 

be useful to a business in a number of ways.  It is likely the 

additional land will have some value should it be sold and 

could be eligible for Single Payment or inclusion within an 

Environmental Scheme, subject to certain conditions being 

met.  Land might also be available to assist in offsetting the 

impact of proposed new “greening” measures under CAP 

Reform. 
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